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Designing Outdoor Living Areas with Fire
-~eatures: Fire Pits and Fireplaces as Functional
~ocal Points

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, April 22,
2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
integration of fire pits and outdoor
fireplaces into residential outdoor
living areas is increasingly influencing
backyard design across the Gulf South.
With growing interest in multi-season
outdoor spaces, homeowners are
looking to fire features not only for
warmth, but also as architectural
anchors for outdoor entertainment,
dining, and relaxation zones.

As homeowners expand the concept of

outdoor living beyond the occasional

barbecue, fire elements are becoming essential design components. These features provide
structure to open-air environments, allowing for strategic zoning that creates a sense of comfort
and continuity between indoor and outdoor living.

“ According to Elwin Ordoyne, Vice President of E.C.O.
Builders Inc. in Slidell, Louisiana, functionality and layout
are key considerations when integrating fire pits or
fireplaces into an outdoor setting. “The goal is to design
around the fire feature, not just install one. Placement,
materials, and scale all matter when building outdoor
areas meant for long-term use,” said Ordoyne.
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Elwin Ordoyne Fire pits are commonly favored for their versatility and

social orientation. Their circular or square design

encourages open seating arrangements and provides warmth for multiple guests, making them
well-suited for casual gatherings. These installations can be gas-powered for ease or wood-
burning for a more rustic atmosphere. Material selections range from poured concrete to
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natural stone, depending on the desired aesthetic and
compatibility with surrounding surfaces.

Outdoor fireplaces, by contrast, provide more vertical
structure and can act as a visual backdrop or divider in an
open backyard. Built-in fireplaces offer opportunities to
incorporate adjacent seating walls, built-in storage, or
integrated TV alcoves for all-season use. While they take up
more space and require additional planning for chimney
venting and code compliance, they offer strong architectural
presence and wind protection—benefits that enhance
usability in areas with variable weather conditions.

Both fire pits and fireplaces require careful attention to safety codes, setbacks, and ventilation
requirements. Local ordinances often regulate minimum distances from combustible structures,
overhangs, and property lines. In Louisiana and the surrounding region, wind direction, seasonal
humidity, and elevation changes also influence placement.

Material selection plays a dual role in aesthetics and function. Heat-resistant materials such as
firebrick, lava rock, and steel inserts are common components in both fire pits and fireplaces.
Surrounding finishes, such as flagstone, stucco, or brick, are chosen based on visual cohesion
with patios, pergolas, or exterior facades.

From a planning standpoint, integrating a fire feature early in the landscape design process is
ideal. Early consideration allows for proper trenching of gas lines, drainage accommodations,
and the coordination of lighting or audio features around the space. Late-stage additions may
require surface demolition or structural modification, adding cost and complexity to the
project.

Proximity to the main structure is also a factor. Fire features placed too far from the primary
residence may lose their utility during colder months or become disconnected from primary
activity areas. Conversely, placing a fire element too close to the home may create safety
concerns or ventilation issues. A balanced approach allows the fire feature to function as a
centerpiece without interfering with movement, airflow, or adjacent outdoor features such as
kitchens, spas, or dining areas.

E.C.O. Builders Inc. has observed a rising preference for hybrid configurations that combine fire
and water elements or incorporate both fire pits and fireplaces in larger outdoor projects. These
multi-zone layouts enable homeowners to use their outdoor space in different ways throughout
the year, with the fire features acting as flexible seasonal anchors.

“Designing outdoor spaces with fire elements is no longer an afterthought—it's part of the core
strategy for long-term use,” said Ordoyne. “These features aren't just functional. They bring



visual balance, warmth, and purpose to otherwise open or underused areas.”

Lighting design also plays a role in the effectiveness of fire installations. Soft, indirect lighting
near the fire zone helps maintain ambiance without overwhelming the natural glow of the flame.
In larger yards, path lighting and accent fixtures guide movement and support safety.

Maintenance considerations should also be addressed early in the design. Gas fire pits require
periodic inspection of valves and burners, while wood-burning installations may need ash
removal and spark guard replacement. Drainage beneath the unit, especially in areas prone to
heavy rain like southeast Louisiana, is essential to prevent pooling and material degradation.

As climate and lifestyle trends continue to influence outdoor living expectations, the demand for
custom-built, integrated fire features is expected to grow. Fire pits and fireplaces are no longer
limited to luxury projects; they now serve as practical, functional design features in outdoor
spaces of all sizes.

For homeowners exploring new ways to extend the comfort and usability of their backyard
spaces, fire features offer a clear point of convergence—where atmosphere, warmth, and
gathering naturally come together.
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