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Al+ Launches Global Fellowship Program to
Accelerate Applied Al Innovation

2025 Cohort Targets Robotics, Embodied Agents, and Developer Tools; Backed by OpenAl, Sequoia
Partners

CA, UNITED STATES, April 9, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Nonprofit technical community Al+ today
announced the official launch of its Al+ Fellows program, designed to provide mentorship,
resource networks, and strategic partnerships for startups advancing robotics, embodied agents,
and Al developer tools. The inaugural cohort of 20 selected ventures will be unveiled in Q3 2025,
with solutions spanning industrial automation, medical diagnostics, and cross-language
developer platforms.

Spearheaded by Al+ founder Yuyan Duan (Lynn), the initiative involves collaboration with
OpenAl's Developer Ecosystem Group, Sequoia Capital's early-stage fund, and Plug and Play’s
cross-border accelerator. Program documentation confirms participants will receive six months
of tailored support encompassing three core components: access to a multimodal testing
platform optimized for Al startups - including early GPT-5 API privileges - alongside quarterly
technical reviews with experts from Anthropic and Stanford’s HCI Lab. The program further
facilitates cross-continental demo days designed to bridge Asian and North American markets
through curated enterprise partnerships.

“The Al+ Fellows program isn't a traditional accelerator,” Duan stated during its Silicon Valley Tech
Week unveiling. “We're engineering a scalable trust architecture - enabling algorithm developers
to collaborate directly with end-users while aligning open-source communities with
commercialization pathways.” She cited a recent case where robotics startup WisdomPlan
deployed its educational solution across 10 Southeast Asian pilot schools within 48 hours
through Al+ networks.

Community-Driven Scaling

Since 2023, Al+ has hosted 150+ technical workshops and connected 1,500+ startups with
enterprise resources including Snowflake and NVIDIA Inception. Its signature “Founders &
Talents” series helped 34 early-stage companies complete core team recruitment in the past 12
months, achieving 40% faster matching than industry benchmarks.

“While others debate AGI timelines, Al+ solves the foundational challenge of connecting
innovators,” remarked Dr. Jia Li, former Google Cloud Al lead and current Chief Scientist at LiveX.


http://www.einpresswire.com

Data indicates startups engaging with the community demonstrate 27% higher first-round
funding success rates versus industry averages.

Program Mechanics

The program operates with a dynamic evaluation system powered by the AgentBench 2.0
framework, which continuously tracks technical feasibility, market alignment, and ethical
compliance in real time. It also incorporates decentralized governance, with 5% of the ecosystem
funds being allocated quarterly through DAO voting, giving the community a direct role in
decision-making. On the commercialization side, priority investment terms have been secured
with Salesforce Ventures and SoftBank’s DeepCore Fund, providing strong support for scaling
projects. As Matt Miller, partner at Sequoia Capital, stated, “This represents a structural shift in Al
innovation support systems. We're transitioning from isolated tech incubation to systematically
connecting algorithms, use cases, and global supply chains,” reflecting the program’s focus on
fostering global collaboration and accelerating Al innovation.

Next Steps

The program will begin accepting applications for its second cohort starting August 1, 2025, with
prioritized consideration for ventures addressing Latin American and African market needs. This
will be followed by the Q4 2025 release of the inaugural Global Applied Al Infrastructure Maturity
Report, compiling benchmark data from 50+ countries. Continuous access to real-time
partnership matching dashboards remains available throughout the program duration at
aiplus.org, enabling stakeholders to monitor emerging collaboration opportunities across
sectors.

About Al+

Al+ is a California-registered nonprofit technical community accelerating Al adoption in physical
economy sectors. Its strategic advisory board includes members from Carnegie Mellon’s HCII,
McKinsey Global Institute, and the World Economic Forum’s Al Governance Working Group.
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