
Olive Oil Production in Morocco Hits a Three-
Year Low, Causing Prices to Soar

Morocco Gold

Morocco faces its third year of declining

olive oil production, causing rising prices

and concerns over potential shortages.

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, February

26, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Olive oil

production in Morocco is facing

another challenging year, with projections indicating a significant drop to just 90,000 metric tons.

This marks the third consecutive year of declining production, raising concerns among

producers, consumers, and industry experts alike. The sharp decrease in output has already

resulted in rapidly rising prices and has sparked fears of a potential shortage in Morocco and the

global market.

Factors Behind the Decline

The ongoing decline in olive oil production in Morocco can be attributed to a combination of

environmental and economic factors. Chief among these is the prolonged drought that has

plagued much of the Mediterranean region recently. The lack of rainfall has severely affected

olive groves, with many trees struggling to yield their usual crop. Olive trees are particularly

sensitive to water shortages, and the harsh conditions have led to smaller harvests.

In addition to drought, the effects of climate change are becoming more pronounced. Warmer

temperatures, erratic weather patterns, and shifting rainfall trends contribute to olive

production's unpredictable nature. For many Moroccan farmers, the changing climate has made

it increasingly difficult to plan for future harvests, leaving them vulnerable to crop losses.

Another challenge faced by Moroccan olive oil producers is the rising cost of production. The

prices of essential inputs such as fertilisers, pesticides, and labour have increased over the past

few years, putting additional pressure on farmers already struggling with low yields. Many small-

scale producers are particularly hard hit, as they lack the resources and infrastructure to adapt

to the changing conditions.

Economic Impact and Price Surge
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The decline in olive oil production in Morocco is having significant economic implications.

Morocco is one of the world’s largest producers of olive oil, and its output is crucial not only for

local consumption but also for global markets. The expected drop in production this year has

already led to a surge in prices. As supplies dwindle, demand remains high, and the law of

supply and demand is pushing prices to levels not seen in years.

The rise in prices could make olive oil less affordable for local consumers, particularly for low-

income households that rely on it as a staple of their diet. Moroccan olive oil is known for its

quality and is a key ingredient in many traditional dishes. As prices climb, many consumers may

find it increasingly difficult to purchase the oil they rely on.

On the international stage, Moroccan olive oil plays a key role in global markets, particularly in

Europe and North America. The reduced production is likely to have ripple effects on olive oil

prices worldwide, as Morocco’s output is often used to meet the growing demand for high-

quality olive oil in these regions. With Spain and Italy—two of the largest olive oil producers in

the world—also facing production challenges due to similar climate issues, the global market

could experience shortages and higher prices in the coming months.

Fears of a Shortage

The combination of declining production and rising prices has led to growing fears of a shortage

of olive oil, both in Morocco and abroad. If the situation persists, it could have long-term

consequences for the industry, as consumers and producers alike adjust to the new reality of

higher prices and less availability.

Some experts are concerned that the shortage could shift consumer behaviour, with people

opting for cheaper, lower-quality alternatives. In some markets, this could result in the rise of

counterfeit or substandard olive oil products, which would undermine consumer confidence in

the industry.

In response to the ongoing crisis, Moroccan producers are calling for increased government

support to mitigate the effects of the drought and improve the olive oil sector's resilience. This

could include investments in irrigation systems, research into drought-resistant olive varieties,

and subsidies to help farmers cope with rising production costs.

Looking Ahead

While the outlook for this year’s olive oil harvest is grim, the Moroccan olive oil industry is

resilient. Many producers are hopeful that, with the right support and investment in climate-

resilient farming practices, they can rebuild and adapt to the changing environment.

For now, though, the industry is bracing for another challenging year, with high prices and

uncertainty clouding the future of olive oil production in Morocco. As the country faces its third



straight year of declining output, the global market is left watching closely, wondering how this

will affect the availability and affordability of one of the world’s most beloved cooking oils.
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