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Legal Rights of Passengers in a Louisiana Bus
Crash

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
February 21, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/
-- Bus crashes, though less common
than car accidents, can result in
significant injuries and damages to
passengers. In Louisiana, as in other
states, passengers involved in bus
accidents may be entitled to
compensation for their injuries.
Whether the bus crash is caused by
another vehicle, the bus driver’s
negligence, or a mechanical failure,
passengers have legal rights to seek
recovery for medical expenses, lost
wages, pain and suffering, and more.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana, with extensive
experience handling personal injury cases, stresses the importance of understanding one’s

rights in the event of a bus crash. "Bus accidents can be
“ more complex than other types of crashes due to the
involvement of public or private transportation companies,
the condition of the bus, and various liability factors,"
Morrow explains. "Passengers have the right to pursue
compensation for their injuries, but understanding the
legal process and knowing who is responsible for the crash
is crucial."

Passengers have the right to
pursue compensation for
their injuries, but
understanding the legal
process and knowing who is
responsible for the crash is

crucial” o _ .
Who is Liable in a Louisiana Bus Crash?

In the event of a bus crash, determining who is at fault can

William P. Morrow

be challenging. Several parties may be responsible for the crash, including the bus driver, the
bus company, or even third parties such as other drivers or vehicle manufacturers.

Bus Driver: If the bus driver was negligent in their actions - such as driving under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, speeding, or failing to follow traffic laws - they may be held liable for the
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crash. Additionally, if the driver was
distracted, fatigued, or failed to follow
proper procedures, they could be
responsible for the accident.

Bus Company: The company that
operates the bus, whether public or
private, has a duty to maintain the bus
in safe working condition. If the crash
was caused by poor vehicle
maintenance, faulty equipment, or inadequate safety measures, the bus company may be held
accountable. Furthermore, the bus company is responsible for hiring competent drivers,
providing adequate training, and ensuring that drivers follow safety regulations.

Other Drivers: In some cases, another vehicle's driver may be the primary cause of the crash. If a
negligent driver crashes into a bus, they could be liable for the damages and injuries sustained
by passengers.

Third Parties: In certain circumstances, third parties such as vehicle manufacturers, maintenance
contractors, or government entities may be held liable. For example, if a defective part caused
the crash, the manufacturer of the faulty part could be responsible for the injuries. Similarly, if
the crash occurred due to poorly maintained roadways or unsafe infrastructure, a local
government or agency may be liable.

What Compensation Are Passengers Entitled to After a Bus Crash?

Passengers who are injured in a bus crash may be entitled to compensation for various
damages, depending on the extent of their injuries. Some common types of compensation
available to bus crash victims include:

Medical Expenses: Compensation for medical bills related to the treatment of injuries sustained
in the crash, including emergency care, hospital stays, surgeries, physical therapy, and
medications.

Lost Wages: If the injuries sustained in the crash prevent the passenger from working, they may
be entitled to compensation for lost income. This includes both short-term wages and any long-
term income losses if the injuries cause permanent disability or a reduced ability to work.

Pain and Suffering: Passengers can receive compensation for the physical pain, emotional
distress, and trauma caused by the accident. This includes both the immediate pain caused by
injuries as well as any long-term suffering or mental health issues such as anxiety, depression, or
PTSD that arise from the crash.

Property Damage: If the passenger’s personal property, such as a phone, laptop, or other



belongings, was damaged in the crash, they may be entitled to compensation for the value of
those items.

Punitive Damages: In cases where the bus driver, company, or another party acted with gross
negligence or recklessness, punitive damages may be awarded. These damages are meant to
punish the wrongdoer and deter similar conduct in the future.

Steps to Take After a Bus Accident in Louisiana
Passengers involved in a bus accident should take several important steps to protect their legal
rights and ensure that they receive the compensation they are entitled to:

Seek Medical Attention: Even if injuries seem minor, it is important to seek immediate medical
attention. Some injuries may not be immediately apparent, and early treatment can prevent
long-term complications. Additionally, medical records will serve as important evidence in a
personal injury claim.

Report the Accident: Passengers should report the accident to law enforcement and the bus
company. A police report will document the incident and may provide valuable details about the
cause of the crash.

Document the Scene: If possible, passengers should gather evidence from the scene of the
crash. This includes taking photographs of the scene, the bus, and any visible injuries. Obtaining
contact information from witnesses and other passengers is also important.

Preserve Evidence: Keeping records of medical treatments, expenses, lost wages, and any
communications with the bus company or insurance companies will be crucial when pursuing a
claim.

Consult a Personal Injury Attorney: Bus accident claims can be complex, and it is important to
consult with a personal injury attorney who is familiar with the intricacies of these cases. An
experienced lawyer can help determine who is at fault, evaluate the strength of the case, and
guide the victim through the process of filing a lawsuit or negotiating a settlement.

The Role of a Personal Injury Attorney

Filing a lawsuit for injuries sustained in a bus crash involves understanding both personal injury
law and the nuances of transportation law. A personal injury attorney with experience in
handling bus accidents can help victims navigate the complex process of recovering
compensation. From gathering evidence and filing paperwork to negotiating with insurance
companies and representing the victim in court, an attorney plays a vital role in securing justice
for those injured in bus crashes.

“In Louisiana, the process of filing a personal injury claim for bus accident injuries can be
complicated, especially when there are multiple parties involved or when the responsible party is



a government entity,” says Morrow. “An attorney with experience in personal injury law can help
ensure that all legal avenues are explored and that the victim's rights are fully protected.”

Conclusion

Bus accidents can lead to serious injuries that have long-term consequences. Passengers who
are injured in a bus crash in Louisiana have the legal right to pursue compensation for their
injuries and losses. By understanding their rights, taking the proper steps after an accident, and
consulting with a qualified personal injury attorney, victims can navigate the legal process and
work toward recovering the compensation they deserve.

For those who have been injured in a bus crash, Morrow Law Firm provides the legal support
and guidance needed to handle complex personal injury claims. With the right legal
representation, victims can ensure that they receive the compensation they are entitled to for
their injuries, medical expenses, and other losses.
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