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-- Zhou Chao, one of China’s most

innovative guitarists, recently

embarked on a remarkable tour across

U.S. college campuses, bringing a

unique blend of musical influences

that transcend cultural boundaries.

Known for his seamless fusion of

blues, traditional Chinese guqin, and

the evocative sounds of the sitar, Zhou

Chao’s performances redefined the

guitar’s role in modern music. The tour

featured three distinctive concerts,

each highlighted by a special guest

artist who further enriched the sonic

experience with their extraordinary

talent.

1. Harvard University: A Kaleidoscope

of Sound with Wesley Wirth

The first stop of the tour took place at

The Harvard University Science Center

on September 20, 2024, 5:00-8:00pm,

featuring special guest Wesley Wirth. A

prolific composer and multi-

instrumentalist, Wirth is renowned for

his captivating soundscapes and deep

musical expressiveness. His

compositions for bass, guitar, and vocals have been described as “visually expansive, sonically

alluring, sensuous, and mysteriously gentle.”

Wirth’s artistic journey is deeply intertwined with his passion for nature and cultural diversity. His
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compositions are inspired by his

observations of natural elements and

the beauty of different cultures, which

he integrates into his musical

storytelling. He has worked with

musical icons like Chuck Mangione,

King Sunny Ade, George Russell, and

Stanley Jordan, shaping his sound with

influences spanning jazz, world music,

and experimental compositions. His

ability to craft immersive soundscapes

allows listeners to experience music

beyond mere auditory perception—it

becomes a multi-sensory encounter.

Beyond music, Wirth’s diverse interests

extend into architecture and

sustainability. With a dual master's

degree from Harvard in landscape

architecture and planning, he has

successfully merged his artistic and

ecological passions, running Thomas

Wirth Associates Inc., a Boston-based

landscape architecture firm.

Additionally, he is involved in

sustainable farming projects,

particularly at Whole Hemp Farm,

where he cultivates various edible

plants and produces high-quality CBD

products. His holistic approach to

creativity—spanning music, design, and sustainable living—makes him a truly interdisciplinary

artist whose impact extends beyond the stage.

2. Berklee College of Music: The Harmony of Cultures with Utar Artun

On September 21, 2024, 2:00-4:00pm, Zhou Chao’s tour continued at Berklee College of Music,

where he was joined by Utar Artun, a distinguished Turkish-American composer and pianist.

Artun’s background in percussion and classical composition at Hacettepe Conservatory, followed

by his honors graduation from Berklee and New England Conservatory, has made him a force to

be reckoned with in the international music scene.

Artun has developed an extraordinary musical career that bridges the worlds of jazz, classical,

and world music. He has performed alongside jazz greats such as Bobby McFerrin, Dave Weckl,



Eddie Gomez, Antonio Sanchez, and

Grace Kelly, among many others. His

ability to seamlessly transition between

genres is a testament to his deep

understanding of rhythm, melody, and

harmony. Artun’s works have been

featured in prestigious international

festivals, competitions, and Hollywood

film projects, showcasing his global

influence as a composer and

arranger.

As an educator, Artun plays a crucial

role in shaping the next generation of

musicians. He serves as a professor at

Berklee College of Music and the New

England Conservatory, where he teaches advanced composition, arrangement, and

improvisation. Over the years, he has composed more than 160 original pieces and arranged

over 300 orchestral and large ensemble works, demonstrating his prolific contribution to

contemporary music. His collaborations with Zhou Chao during the Berklee concert highlighted

the synergy between structured composition and free-flowing improvisation, creating a

mesmerizing auditory experience that captivated the audience.

3. Longy School of Music: The Power of Wind Instruments with Yazhi Guo and Zishi Liu

The tour concluded at Longy School of Music on September 22, 2024, 11:00-1:00pm, where Zhou

Chao shared the stage with two outstanding guest artists: Yazhi Guo and Zishi Liu.

Yazhi Guo: A Master of Chinese Wind Instruments

Yazhi Guo, an internationally acclaimed wind instrumentalist, is renowned for his virtuosic

command of the suona, guanzi, xiao, dizi, and various other traditional and Western wind

instruments. A graduate of the Central Conservatory of Music, Guo has performed in numerous

prestigious venues across the world, earning accolades such as “China’s Number One Blower”

and “Master of International Wind Instruments.”

Guo’s performance with Zhou Chao seamlessly blended ancient Chinese traditions with modern

musical sensibilities, demonstrating how suona and other traditional instruments can create

mesmerizing dialogues with contemporary compositions. His collaborations with symphonies,

composers, and modern artists worldwide have cemented his reputation as the most sought-

after suona performer globally. His presence on stage added an unparalleled depth to the

concert, offering audiences a powerful and evocative musical experience.



Zishi Liu: The Jazz Saxophone Innovator

The second guest at Longy, Zishi Liu, brought an entirely different flavor to the performance with

his contemporary jazz saxophone. Originally from China, Liu has become a rising force in

Boston’s jazz scene, gaining recognition for his innovative style and ability to blend traditional

Chinese influences with modern jazz elements. Dubbed a “revelation” by the Bay State Banner,

Liu’s performances have been praised for their fresh and dynamic approach to cross-cultural

music.

Liu’s musical journey began in the transformative era of 1990s China, when Western pop, R&B,

and jazz started to merge with traditional Chinese sounds. This formative experience shaped his

unique approach to saxophone performance and composition. His music often explores themes

of meditation and Eastern philosophy, drawing influence from the later works of John Coltrane

and other jazz greats.

As an artist with an international presence, Liu has performed in the United States, China,

Malaysia, and Singapore, continuously expanding his artistic horizons. Beyond performing, he

has curated live music experiences for corporate and social events in both China and the U.S.,

collaborating with notable figures, including pop sensation Yichun Shan. His performances at

venues such as Boston First Night, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, and The Beehive have

solidified his reputation as a compelling and boundary-pushing jazz musician.

Ending: A Groundbreaking Tour in Musical Innovation

Zhou Chao’s U.S. college tour was more than just a series of concerts—it was an exploration of

musical fusion, innovation, and cultural exchange. By collaborating with artists from diverse

backgrounds, each performance became a testament to the power of music as a universal

language. Whether through Wesley Wirth’s ethereal soundscapes, Utar Artun’s intricate

compositions, or the mesmerizing mastery of Yazhi Guo and Zishi Liu, Zhou Chao’s tour left

audiences inspired and eager for more.

The reception of Zhou Chao’s performances was overwhelmingly positive, with audiences

praising his ability to intertwine the emotional depth of Eastern musical traditions with the

expressive freedom of Western guitar techniques. Each concert not only showcased masterful

musicianship but also fostered a dialogue between different cultural expressions, reinforcing the

unifying power of music.

As Zhou Chao continues to push the boundaries of guitar performance, his influence is sure to

resonate across genres and cultures, cementing his place as a visionary in the global music

scene. His ability to bring together extraordinary musicians from around the world has set a new

standard for intercultural musical collaborations, and fans eagerly anticipate what he will create

next.
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