
Exploring the Unknown: OLD MAN RIVER by Jill
Strafford Offers a Unique Perspective on Life,
Death, and What Comes After

Old Man River by Jill Strafford

Blending mystery, philosophy, and

human emotion, this novel offers a

thought-provoking journey through fate,

memory, and the unknown.

WORKSOP, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE,

UNITED KINGDOM, February 3, 2025

/EINPresswire.com/ -- What if your final

journey wasn’t to an afterlife, but

through it? In “Old Man River,” Jill

Strafford crafts a powerful and

thought-provoking narrative about

three women traveling on a mysterious

train to an unknown destination—one

that may not be of this world.

Saskia, India, and Sera each find

themselves in separate train carriages,

with no memory of how they got there.

As they navigate their unfamiliar

surroundings and interact with the

enigmatic conductor, Michael, their fragmented pasts begin to unravel. With additional

passengers appearing along the way, the women must confront their deepest truths and the

invisible forces guiding them toward their final destination.

“For me, 'Old Man River' is about more than just life and death—it’s about transition,

understanding, and the way our experiences shape us, even beyond what we know,” Strafford

shared in an interview with Reader Views. “I wanted to explore what happens when we’re forced

to face the unknown and the choices we’ve made.”

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE AFTERLIFE

Blending mystery, philosophy, and emotional depth, "Old Man River" challenges conventional

http://www.einpresswire.com


Jill Strafford

ideas of the afterlife. Rather than focusing on finality,

Strafford’s novel presents a journey—one that is both

surreal and deeply human. With themes of fate,

identity, and transformation, the novel resonates with

readers who enjoy stories that stretch the

imagination while delving into the human

experience.

PRAISE FOR OLD MAN RIVER 

Critics and readers alike praise "Old Man River" for its

haunting atmosphere, immersive storytelling, and

thought-provoking themes. The novel was awarded

the Gold Award in the Reader Views Literary Awards

for its compelling narrative and unique approach to

storytelling, further cementing its impact among

readers and critics. 

•  "I was awestruck by the intricacy of the author’s

storyline... while also being horrified when all the

puzzle pieces fit together and I understood each of

the character’s stories." – Diana Coyle, Reader Views

•  "What a Journey. A very intriguing and compulsive read, which having read once, will read

again to gain even more depth to this dark and thought-provoking tale. The essence for me, of

Mesmerizing and horrifying

at the same time, Old Man

River pulls readers into a

mysterious journey where

the puzzle pieces fall into

place—only to reveal a

chilling truth.”

Reader Views

reading a book is to have mind and understanding

stretched. This book delivers." – Carolanne M, Amazon

Review

•  "Very atmospheric! I loved the concept of this short

atmospheric story. We entered in turn the unique world of

three women, each travelling in a different compartment

on the same train." – Maureen Vaughan, Amazon Review

•  "Wow! This book is just amazing! I could not put it down.

I’m not one for reading but this one got me. I couldn’t put it

down until I’d finished it. Can’t wait for the next one." – Julia Hall, Amazon Review

•  "Beautiful imagery! Thoroughly enjoyed this book. It was dark and mysterious and written

beautifully. A really interesting read. Would definitely recommend!" – Jules, Amazon Review

A TIMELY AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING READ



As more readers seek stories that explore life’s meaning and what lies beyond, "Old Man River"

offers a captivating and immersive journey through fate, memory, and the unknown. Blending

elements of mystery, philosophy, and human introspection, the novel challenges conventional

ideas of the afterlife while delivering profound emotional insights. By balancing mystery with

deep character exploration, "Old Man River" invites readers to reflect on their own beliefs about

transition, destiny, and what it means to move from one existence to the next.

AVAILABILITY

OLD MAN RIVER, (ISBN: 978-1839756054, Grosvenor House Publishing Limited,) is available on

Amazon and fine bookstores everywhere through their expanded distribution.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jill Strafford lives in South Yorkshire with her husband Mick and their cat, Harley. She is the

mother of Lucie Burke, a children’s book illustrator, and grandmother to two grandchildren, Joni

and Jack. Her fascination with the metaphysical, the spiritual, and the unusual has shaped both

her worldview and her storytelling, infusing her writing with a sense of mystery and wonder.

Her love for words began in childhood, captivated by the magic of letters forming stories.

Though an early love for reading was nurtured by patient teachers, a strict headmistress

momentarily shook her confidence. Yet, her curiosity and imagination never wavered.

Before turning to writing, Jill explored a variety of creative and entrepreneurial paths. She ran a

whole-food bakery, The Real Bread Bakehouse, worked as a reflexologist, and even managed a

small upholstery business. But it was meeting her future husband that allowed her to finally

return to her first passion: writing. With a lifetime of experiences and an endless well of ideas,

she now crafts stories that blend the philosophical with the mysterious, drawing readers into

thought-provoking journeys that linger long after the final page.

Read an Interview with the Author

Review copies available upon request. Contact admin@readerviews.com
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