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PPN Awards Research Funding to Advance the
Understanding of PANS/PANDAS

MOORESVILLE, NC, UNITED STATES,
January 23, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ --
PANDAS Physicians Network is proud
to announce the recipients of research
awards, both whose work will advance
the understanding of Pediatric Acute-
Onset Neuropsychiatric Syndrome
(PANS) and Pediatric Autoimmune and
Neuropsychiatric Disorders Associated
with Streptococcal Infections
(PANDAS).

Our first award recipient is Dr. Chandra
Menendez, a Postdoctoral Fellow in the
Department of Microbiology and
Immunology at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center. Dr.
Menendez's research focuses on
elucidating the pathogenesis and
autoimmune mechanisms underlying
neuropsychiatric sequelae in PANDAS,
PANS, and related disorders. Her work
aims to characterize specificimmune
responses and identify pathogenic
autoantibodies, with a particular focus
on Th1/Th17 pathways and B cell
dysregulation. By investigating
autoantibodies that target self-
proteins, including those in the brain,
Dr. Menendez seeks to uncover the
mechanisms driving autoimmune
responses, basal ganglia encephalitis,
and neuropsychiatric sequelae.
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Dr. Menendez expressed her gratitude
for the support from the PANDAS
Physicians Network, stating, “I'm
grateful for this support from the
PANDAS Physicians Network, which will
allow me to investigate the immune
factors driving PANDAS and PANS. This
support has come at a crucial time to
allow us to expand on previous
findings on autoimmune mechanisms
and continue to shed light on these
complex disorders and help pave the
way for improved care and outcomes
for patients.”

The second recipient, Dr. Allison
Vreeland, Clinical Instructor in the
Department of Psychiatry and
Behavioral Sciences at Stanford
University, has received funding to
advance the identification of neural
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biomarkers for PANS/PANDAS (and Sydenham Chorea). Dr. Vreeland's research aims to shift the
diagnosis of PANS/PANDAS from one of exclusion to one validated by experimental evidence.
The work holds promise for more accurately identifying and promptly treating children with

these conditions.

PANDAS Physicians Network congratulates Dr. Menendez and Dr. Vreeland on their

accomplishments.

PANDAS Physicians Network (PPN) is a non-profit organization that provides PANS/PANDAS
resources to clinicians while supporting research. Our vision is that PANS/PANDAS will become
easily diagnosed and treated with accessible therapies that dramatically reduce suffering and

lead to a cure. www.pandasppn.org

Media Relations

PANDAS Physicians Network
support@pandasppn.org
Visit us on social media:
Facebook

X

Instagram

YouTube


https://www.pandasppn.org/flowchart/
https://www.pandasppn.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pandasphysiciansnetwork
https://x.com/pandasppn
https://www.instagram.com/pandasppn/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCns__f3RCqPJ6V06YD-KdiA

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/779360834

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2025 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.einpresswire.com/article/779360834
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

