ﬁPREsswiRE

Syracuse University's IDJC Launches Program
for Thought Leaders in Journalism and Public
Affairs

The inaugural class includes investigative reporter and producer Josh Fine and former U.S. Public
Delegate to the United Nations Andrew Weinstein.

SYRACUSE, NY, UNITED STATES, January 14, 2025 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The |nstitute for

Democracy, Journalism and Citizenship (IDJC) at Syracuse
“ University has launched the ID)C Visiting Fellows program,
giving experts in the fields of journalism, politics and public
affairs an opportunity to deeply explore topics of interest
with the support of an academic environment.

This fellows program is
designed to give thought
leaders in the fields of
journalism and public affairs
an opportunity to delve
more deeply into subjects
that matter to all of us”
Margaret Talev

The inaugural class of IDJC fellows for the Spring 2025
semester includes investigative reporter and producer Josh
Fine and former U.S. Public Delegate to the United Nations
Andrew Weinstein.

“We are thrilled to announce this new program and to have Josh Fine and Andrew Weinstein as
our inaugural fellows,” says Margaret Talev, Kramer Director of the IDJC and professor of practice
of magazine, news and digital journalism in the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications.
“This fellows program is designed to give thought leaders in the fields of journalism and public
affairs an opportunity to delve more deeply into subjects that matter to all of us.”

The program provides workspace for fellows at IDJC headquarters in Washington, D.C., as well as
access to University scholars and resources, and a stipend for their travel and projects. The
fellows will convene events or pursue projects while developing nonpartisan thought leadership
in issue areas that align with the IDJC's mission to explore the challenges to—and connections
between—democratic governance and journalism.

Fine, whose award-winning sports journalism has examined the International Olympic
Committee, FIFA and the NFL, plans to use his time as a fellow to explore better ways to fund
investigative sports journalism, with a focus on the challenges that go beyond the scoreboard
and directly impact communities, including the public financing of stadiums, the health impact of
certain high school programs and the profit behind youth sports.
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“I'm delighted to be one of IDJC’s inaugural fellows,” says Fine. “As the journalism industry
changes, it's critical that accountability-based sports journalism endures. I'm grateful to have the
support of Syracuse University to explore new ways to sustain this crucial work.”

Weinstein, who in addition to his role as public delegate, previously served on the board of the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum and as a member of the President’s Committee on the Arts
and the Humanities during the Obama administration, will work to develop nonpartisan public
dialogues and workshops aimed at addressing the rise in antisemitism, religion-based hatred
and intolerance, and bridging divides between the American Jewish and Palestinian
communities.

“I look forward to expanding on my work at the United Nations and am proud to do so in
affiliation with such a prestigious academic institution. It's an honor to help launch the Visiting
Fellows program at the Institute for Democracy, Journalism and Citizenship,” says Weinstein.

The launch of the IDJC Visiting Fellows program is made possible by a gift from Gary Greenberg
"72. For information on how to support or engage with the visiting fellows program, please email
democracy@syr.edu.
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