ﬁPREsswiRE

Steps to Prepare A Home for Hurricane
Season and Lower Insurance Costs

SLIDELL, LA, UNITED STATES, December
27,2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Preparing a home for hurricane season
is a vital step for homeowners in
coastal regions, both to protect their
property and to potentially lower
insurance costs. Effective preparation
involves reinforcing the structural
integrity of the home, addressing
vulnerabilities, and meeting the
requirements of insurance providers
for reduced premiums.

Rutger Muller, owner of Pelican Coastal
Insurance in Slidell, Louisiana,
emphasizes the importance of
proactive measures to reduce risks

during storm season and lower Pelican CoaStal
insurance expenses. Insurance

Hurricanes pose significant threats to

homes, particularly in regions like

Louisiana where severe storms are a

recurring issue. Damage from wind, rain, and storm surges can lead to costly repairs, lengthy
recovery periods, and insurance claims.

By preparing a home ahead of hurricane season, homeowners can not only mitigate these risks
but also demonstrate to insurance providers that they have taken steps to reduce potential
losses.

Steps to Hurricane-Proof a Home

Reinforce Roof Structures

Securing the roof is critical to preventing wind and water damage. Steps include:
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Installing hurricane straps or clips to anchor the roof to the
“ home's frame.

Homes that are well-
prepared for hurricanes not
only protect the property
and its occupants but also
align with insurance risk
models”

Inspecting for loose or damaged shingles and repairing
them before storms.

Sealing the roof deck with a waterproof barrier to reduce
water intrusion.

Rutger Muller ,
Protect Windows and Doors

Windows and doors are vulnerable points during hurricanes. Preparation involves:
Installing impact-resistant windows or applying storm shutters.

Reinforcing garage doors with braces to prevent them from buckling under high winds.
Sealing gaps around doors and windows to keep water out.

Clear and Secure the Exterior
The exterior of the property should be inspected and secured to reduce damage:

Trimming overhanging branches and removing loose debris that could become projectiles.

Anchoring outdoor furniture, sheds, and other items to prevent them from being carried by the
wind.

Ensuring proper drainage by clearing gutters and downspouts to reduce the risk of flooding.

Install a Backup Power Source
Hurricanes often cause power outages. Installing a generator ensures continued power supply
and prevents damage caused by outages, such as spoiled food or sump pump failures.

Elevate Utilities and Protect Against Flooding
Homes in flood-prone areas should elevate utilities such as water heaters and electrical panels.
Additional steps include:

Installing flood vents in basements or crawl spaces to reduce water pressure during flooding.
Using sandbags or temporary flood barriers to protect lower levels.

Review Insurance Coverage
Reviewing and updating insurance policies is essential to ensure adequate protection. This



includes:
Verifying coverage limits and deductibles for wind and flood damage.
Documenting the home’s condition and valuable possessions with photos and receipts.

Benefits of Preparation on Insurance Costs

Insurance providers assess the risk of damage to a property when determining premiums.
Homes that are fortified to withstand hurricanes are often considered lower-risk, which can
result in reduced insurance costs. Installing wind mitigation features, such as impact-resistant
windows or roof reinforcements, can qualify homeowners for discounts under wind mitigation
inspection programs.

Additionally, elevating homes in flood-prone areas can reduce premiums for flood insurance by
lowering the risk of water damage. Meeting the requirements of federal and state building codes
for hurricane-prone regions also demonstrates a commitment to reducing potential claims.

“Homes that are well-prepared for hurricanes not only protect the property and its occupants
but also align with insurance risk models,” said Muller. “By addressing vulnerabilities and making
structural improvements, homeowners can often lower premiums while improving safety.”

The Role of Risk Assessment in Policy Adjustments

Insurance companies rely on risk assessments to determine coverage and costs. Homes with
unaddressed vulnerabilities, such as aging roofs or unsecured openings, may face higher
premiums or reduced coverage. Preparing a home for hurricanes by following recommended
guidelines reduces these risks and ensures compliance with insurance requirements.

In some cases, insurance providers may require a wind mitigation inspection to verify the
presence of protective measures. Homeowners should work with licensed inspectors to
document these features and provide the necessary documentation to their insurance
company.

Long-Term Financial and Safety Benefits

Investing in hurricane preparation not only reduces immediate risks but also provides long-term
benefits. A well-prepared home is less likely to sustain significant damage during storms, which
minimizes repair costs, preserves property value, and reduces the likelihood of lengthy insurance
claims processes.

Preparation also enhances safety for occupants by creating a secure environment during storms.
Steps such as installing impact-resistant windows and maintaining a clear evacuation plan

ensure that families are better protected in emergencies.

Building Resilience in Coastal Communities



Hurricane preparation is not only an individual responsibility but also contributes to the
resilience of entire communities. Homes that are fortified against storms reduce the burden on
emergency services and recovery efforts. By taking proactive steps, homeowners play a role in
creating stronger, safer neighborhoods that are better equipped to recover from severe weather
events.

Supporting Homeowners in Louisiana

For homeowners in hurricane-prone regions like Louisiana, preparation is essential for
protecting property, lowering insurance costs, and enhancing safety. By taking proactive
measures to secure roofs, windows, and the exterior of homes, as well as ensuring proper
insurance coverage, residents can face hurricane season with greater confidence.

For more information on hurricane preparedness and how it affects insurance policies, contact
Pelican Coastal Insurance in Slidell, Louisiana.

About Pelican Coastal Insurance

Pelican Coastal Insurance, based in Slidell, Louisiana, provides tailored insurance solutions to
homeowners and businesses across the Gulf Coast. The company is committed to helping clients
navigate risk management and protect their assets.
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