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Recognized for ethical elephant care, the

Elephant Freedom Project wins the

Travelers' Choice Award for 2024 in

Chiang Mai, Thailand.

CHIANG MAI, CHIANG MAI, THAILAND,

November 26, 2024 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- Elephant

Freedom Project: Recognized as Chiang

Mai’s Premier Ethical Elephant

Sanctuary

The Elephant Freedom Project, nestled

in the picturesque Mae Wang district of

Chiang Mai, has achieved a remarkable

milestone by receiving the prestigious

TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Award for

2024. This accolade cements its

reputation as the most-reviewed and

highest-rated elephant sanctuary in

Chiang Mai, a destination renowned for

ethical wildlife tourism.

This recognition reflects the sanctuary's unwavering commitment to ethical practices,

conservation, and providing visitors with unforgettable experiences. From educational programs

to hands-off elephant interactions, the Elephant Freedom Project is redefining elephant tourism

in Thailand.

A Commitment to Ethical Elephant Tourism

At the heart of the Elephant Freedom Project is a mission to rescue, rehabilitate, and care for

elephants in an environment free from exploitation. Unlike traditional elephant tourism, which

often involves activities like riding or forced performances, the sanctuary prioritizes the well-
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Elephant Mahout at our Elephant Nature Park in

Chiang Mai

being of these gentle giants.

Visitors can observe elephants in their

natural habitat, engage in educational

activities, and learn about the unique

bond between mahouts (elephant

caretakers) and their elephants. This

approach aligns with growing global

awareness about the need for ethical

wildlife tourism, making the sanctuary

a leader in its field.

"We are thrilled to receive the

Travelers' Choice Award," said Siriporn

Tanaseth, the sanctuary's founder.

"This recognition validates our efforts

to provide a sanctuary where elephants can thrive and visitors can learn about their care and

conservation."

This award validates our

mission to provide a

sanctuary where elephants

thrive, and visitors learn the

importance of ethical

tourism. Our mission is

sustainability, conservation,

and guest education.”

Siriporn Tanaseth

Highlights of the Elephant Freedom Project Experience

The sanctuary offers a variety of programs designed to

educate and inspire visitors while ensuring the elephants'

welfare remains a top priority.

1. Respectful, Balanced, Ethical Interactions

Guests are invited to observe the elephants as they roam,

forage, and interact naturally with their environment.

Activities include:

•  Observing mahouts feeding elephants nutritious meals prepared with locally sourced

ingredients. Our guests also have the opportunity to hand feed these gentle giants. 

•  Witnessing the elephants enjoying mud baths, a natural behavior that protects their skin from

insects and the sun.

•  Participating in guided hikes alongside mahouts, where visitors can learn about the daily care

routines and challenges of elephant conservation.

•  One of the favored activities is the elephant river hike. A casual stroll down the river following

the elephants. This experience allows guests an opportunity to witness the elephant in a natural

wildlife like environment. 

•  Elephant love to cool down in the river. After hiking with the elephants’ guests have the ability

to join the mahouts in the river to assist in bathing and swimming with the elephants. 



Mahout Elephant Bathing In River

Elephant Cooking Class

Mahout Feeding Elephant

2. Community Engagement

The Elephant Freedom Project works

closely with local communities,

including the Karen and Hmong tribes.

These partnerships provide visitors

with a deeper cultural understanding

and contribute to the sustainability of

the surrounding area. Guests can

explore traditional practices, such as

cooking classes and crafts, that

showcase the rich heritage of these

communities.

3. Volunteer Opportunities

The sanctuary offers volunteer

programs ranging from 3-night stays to

14-day immersive experiences.

Volunteers can assist with elephant

care, learn about conservation efforts,

and even camp by the river under the

stars. This program has become a

favorite among travelers seeking a

meaningful way to contribute to

wildlife preservation.

4. Adopt an Elephant Program

A recently launched initiative, the

"Adopt an Elephant" program, allows

supporters to contribute directly to the

care and well-being of individual

elephants. Adopters receive updates,

photos, and videos, fostering a

personal connection to their adopted

elephant.

Surviving Challenges: The Impact of

Recent Floods

Chiang Mai recently experienced

devastating floods that disrupted

operations across the region. Despite

these challenges, the Elephant Freedom Project emerged stronger, thanks to the dedication of
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its team and the support of its visitors.

“Our ability to recover and continue operations is a testament to the resilience of our team and

the loyalty of our guests,” said Siriporn. "It’s been inspiring to see the global community rally

behind us during this time."

Why Choose the Elephant Freedom Project?

With numerous elephant sanctuaries in Chiang Mai, what sets the Elephant Freedom Project

apart?

1. Ethical Practices

The sanctuary strictly adheres to internationally recognized animal welfare guidelines, ensuring

an ethical, humane experience.

2. Education-Focused Programs

Visitors leave with a deeper understanding of elephant behavior, conservation challenges, and

the importance of sustainable tourism.

3. Positive Global Impact

The sanctuary has hosted visitors from Europe, Asia, South America, and the United States,

creating a global network of advocates for elephant welfare.

4. Award-Winning Reputation

The Travelers' Choice Award is not just a recognition of excellence; it’s a reflection of the

sanctuary’s dedication to guest satisfaction and ethical tourism.

Guest Testimonials: What Visitors Are Saying

The sanctuary’s outstanding reviews on TripAdvisor highlight the unique experiences guests

have enjoyed.

•  “An unforgettable experience! Watching the elephants roam freely and learning about their

care was truly inspiring.” – Emma, United Kingdom.

•  “The hands-off approach is so refreshing. I feel like I made a difference by visiting.” – Marco,

Italy.

•  “The volunteer program was life-changing. Camping by the river and connecting with these

majestic animals was beyond anything I’ve ever done.” – Rachel, United States.

These glowing reviews reflect the sanctuary's ability to create lasting memories while promoting

ethical tourism.

Plan Your Visit



The Elephant Freedom Project is open year-round and offers a variety of programs suitable for

all types of travelers. Whether you’re a solo adventurer, a family, or a group, the sanctuary

provides a unique opportunity to connect with nature and support a worthy cause.

To book your visit or learn more about the "Adopt an Elephant" program, visit:

https://elephantfreedom.org.

About Elephant Freedom Project

Located in the scenic Mae Wang district of Chiang Mai, the Elephant Freedom Project is an

ethical elephant sanctuary dedicated to conservation, education, and community engagement.

The sanctuary is committed to creating a safe and natural environment for elephants while

offering visitors an authentic and meaningful experience.

Siriporn Tanaseth

Elephant Freedom Project
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