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Nova Maldives Enhances Coral Restoration
Efforts with Innovative Floating Nursery

Nova Maldives, known for its
commitment to sustainable initiatives,
announced the launch of an enhanced
coral restoration initiative around its
house reef.

VAKARUFALHI, MALDIVES, October 8,
2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Nova's
endeavour builds upon the island
resort's existing coral plantation
programme, allowing guests to
safeguard the local marine ecosystem
through direct, hands-on
participation.

Coral Restoration Efforts with Floating Nursery

Taking an innovative approach to

increase the survival rates of freshly-

planted coral colonies and to mitigate the effects of rising ocean temperatures, the island resort
is introducing a newly completed depth-adjustable coral nursery installation. Over the next few
weeks, Nova's resident marine biology team will lead multiple planting sessions, to plant hardy
coral fragments collected from the surrounding waters onto the nursery structures. These coral
"seeds" will grow and thrive in the protected nursery environment before eventually being
transplanted to designated repopulation sites on Nova’'s house reef, which will one day become
the backbone of the local reef ecosystem.

Coral bleaching refers to the phenomenon where corals lose their vibrant colours and turn
white, which occurs when corals begin to lose symbiotic algae within their tissue, which is
conducive to their survival. This happens when corals experience thermal stress, induced by
rising ocean temperatures due to climate change.

“This April, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) confirmed a repeat of

the 2016 warming event, and our oceans are currently experiencing their fourth bleaching event.
Our new construction is expected to decrease mortality among infant coral buds throughout the
early stages of colony growth, giving them a better chance to flourish and develop into maturity.”


http://www.einpresswire.com

said Toby Corren, Resident Marine Biologist at Nova
Maldives. "We hope to take direct action to cultivate
the next generation of corals and support the
vibrant marine ecosystem that the Maldives is so
well known for. "

The initiative comes as a thoughtful upgrade to the
existing coral plantation programme, which invites
guests to plant their own coral frame as a way to
support local marine ecosystem around the island.
Nova's resident marine biologist carefully monitors
their growth thereafter, and also provides bi-annual
snapshots of them to guests so that they can track
the growth of their corals long after they left the
island.

As an island resort committed to taking concrete
steps to support conservation on a wider scale, Nova
has spearheaded a number of other related
initiatives every year, since Nova's opening in 2022.
This year, Nova partnered with renowned Maldivian
diving instructor Afaa Abdulla to host educational
briefings on whale shark biology, manta ray
conservation, and coral bleaching, aiming to raise
awareness during World Ocean’s Day. Additionally,
an inclusive event was organised on the local island
of Dhanghethi, allowing school children to learn
more about the vital marine environment
surrounding their home.

Besides being recognised as an accredited "Safe
Manta Tour Operator” by Swim with Mantas, the
island resort has also partnered with the Maldivian
Whale Shark Research Program (MWSRP) to raise
awareness about their vital work in preserving these
gentle giants through joint excursions and
workshops. At Nova, guests have the opportunity to
swim alongside these gentle giants year-round,
making it an essential bucket list experience for Floating Nursery
anyone visiting the island.

To learn more about the island resort’s sustainability efforts and meaningful initiatives, please
visit Nova's website.
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About Nova Maldives

Nova Maldives, the soulful island resort nestled in the South Ari Atoll, believes in a greater calling
than simply a lifestyle holiday destination. A modern All-Inclusive Community Concept, this
laidback, all-natural island offers countless ways to spark joy. Smart, playful, rooted and
responsible, Nova embodies the very essence of the Pulse Hotels & Resorts brand. Reached by a
scenic seaplane flight, Nova features 76 land and overwater villas with private terraces and
seemingly endless Indian Ocean views, all designed for real connection. Nourish the soul with
good food and great company in the vibrant dining outlets, pool and communal spaces. Explore
the dazzling rainbow world of coral and sea life, play beach volleyball or immerse yourself in the
local art and culture. At Nova, it's all about taking the time to do what makes your soul happy.
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