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How to Maintain and Clean A Poultry Trailer

PHILADELPHIA, MISSISSIPPI, UNITED
STATES, July 18, 2024
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Maintaining and
cleaning poultry trailers are essential
practices to ensure the health and
safety of transported birds. Dwayne
Walker, the founder of Walker Poultry
Trailers, provides insights into effective
maintenance and cleaning protocols
for poultry trailers. These practices are
crucial for poultry companies,
particularly in the top-producing states
such as North Carolina, Georgia,
Arkansas, Alabama, Texas, and
Mississippi.

Importance of Regular Maintenance and Cleaning

Regular maintenance and cleaning of poultry trailers are
“ vital for several reasons. It prevents the buildup of harmful
pathogens, ensures the safety and comfort of the birds,
and prolongs the lifespan of the trailers. Proper
maintenance also helps in complying with biosecurity
regulations, thereby reducing the risk of disease outbreaks
during transport.

Regular maintenance and
thorough cleaning of poultry
trailers are essential for
ensuring the health and
safety of the birds during
transport.”

Dwayne Walker Steps for Maintaining Poultry Trailers

Inspection and Repair: Regularly inspect the trailer for any signs of wear and tear. This includes
checking the flooring, walls, ventilation systems, and doors. Repair any damage promptly to
prevent injuries to the birds and ensure the structural integrity of the trailer.

Lubrication of Moving Parts: Lubricate hinges, latches, and other moving parts to ensure they
function smoothly. This not only prolongs the life of these components but also makes it easier
to load and unload the birds.
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Check Ventilation Systems: Ensure that
the ventilation systems are working
correctly. Proper airflow is crucial to
maintaining a suitable environment for
the birds, especially during long
transports. Clean and replace filters as
needed to maintain optimal airflow.

Flooring Maintenance: Inspect the

flooring for any signs of damage or WAL KER P 0 ULT RY TRAI L ERS
excessive wear. Replace or repair LIVEHAUL&LOWBOYS

sections as needed to provide a safe
and comfortable surface for the birds. y
Non-slip flooring materials can help
prevent injuries.

Tire and Brake Inspection: Regularly

check the tires and brakes to ensure they are in good condition. Properly inflated tires and
functional brakes are essential for safe transportation. Replace worn-out tires and brake pads to
avoid breakdowns and accidents.

Steps for Cleaning Poultry Trailers

Remove Debris: Start by removing all bedding, manure, and other debris from the trailer. Use
shovels and brooms to clear out the bulk of the waste. This initial step makes the subsequent
cleaning process more effective.

Pre-Wash: Use a high-pressure hose to pre-wash the trailer, removing loose dirt and debris. This
helps to loosen any stuck-on waste, making it easier to clean the trailer thoroughly in the next
steps.

Apply Cleaning Solution: Apply a suitable cleaning solution to all surfaces of the trailer, including
the walls, floors, and ventilation systems. Use a detergent that is effective against organic matter
and safe for the birds. Allow the solution to sit for the recommended time to break down dirt
and pathogens.

Scrubbing: Scrub all surfaces thoroughly using brushes or mechanical scrubbers. Pay special
attention to corners and crevices where dirt and bacteria can accumulate. This step is crucial for
removing any remaining organic matter and ensuring a thorough clean.

Rinse: Rinse the trailer with a high-pressure hose to remove all traces of the cleaning solution
and dislodged dirt. Ensure that all surfaces are thoroughly rinsed to prevent any residue that
could harm the birds.



Disinfection: After cleaning, apply an appropriate disinfectant to all surfaces. Follow the
manufacturer’s instructions for dilution and contact time. Disinfection is essential for killing any
remaining pathogens and ensuring the trailer is safe for the next load of birds.

Drying: Allow the trailer to dry completely before loading new birds. Proper drying helps prevent
the growth of mold and bacteria. If possible, use fans or blowers to speed up the drying
process.

Benefits of Proper Maintenance and Cleaning

Dwayne Walker highlights the significant benefits of maintaining and cleaning poultry trailers.
"Regular maintenance and thorough cleaning of poultry trailers are essential for ensuring the
health and safety of the birds during transport. It also extends the life of the equipment and
helps comply with biosecurity regulations," says Walker.

Conclusion

Maintaining and cleaning poultry trailers is a critical aspect of poultry transport that ensures the
health, safety, and comfort of the birds. By following the recommended steps for maintenance
and cleaning, poultry companies can enhance biosecurity, prolong the lifespan of their trailers,
and comply with industry regulations. These practices are particularly important in leading
poultry-producing states such as North Carolina, Georgia, Arkansas, Alabama, Texas, and
Mississippi.
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